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Assalam Alaikum and Very Good Afternoon! 

My heartfelt thanks to Pakistan Bureau of Statistics (PBS) and UNFPA for organizing this 

conference and bringing together experts and stakeholders from Pakistan and abroad to discuss and 

share their views on an issue that is of considerable importance for the general public in Pakistan. 

It is a great pleasure for me to be amongst demographers, statisticians, census experts and dignitaries 

from various countries who have gathered here today to brainstorm on the challenges confronting 

Pakistan in the conduct of 6th Population Census and to discuss the holding of the census in a manner 

which is credible, transparent and acceptable to all the stakeholders.  

Ladies and gentlemen 

The efforts to hold census are in line with the commitment of the PML(N) government to hold the 6th 

Population Census. I would like to remind you that it was the PML(N) government which conducted 

the last census in the country, back in 1998. Even at that time, the country was beset with issues of 

security and political as well as ethnic tensions. Efforts had been going on since 1990 to conduct the 

5th Census in the country but could not succeed. To successfully conduct the census, the PML (N) 

government devised an out of box arrangement and, for the first time, Pakistan Army was involved in 

the process to provide security and credibility. A uniformed soldier was deployed with each 

enumerator to ensure his impartiality and accuracy. The 1998 census results were accepted by all 

stakeholders and were well appreciated by the international community. 

Ladies and gentlemen 

The government is very well aware of the importance of holding the census and is also cognizant of 

the fact that the census has to be credible and acceptable to all. That is why, the PML(N) government 

decided, in March 2015, to go ahead with the holding of the 6th Census in March 2016. It was also 

decided that the 1998 model would be followed and the Pakistan Army would be deployed to ensure 

the security of census men and materials as well as to provide credibility to the data collection 

operation. 

Resources were allocated and made available to the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics. While the 

preparations were being made, the necessary army strength required for the task could not be made 



available on the proposed dates due to Pak Army's commitments in the Zarb-e-Azb operation for 

elimination of terrorists from Pakistan. The issue was reviewed and it was decided to postpone the 

census to a date when the required force could be made available. I know that the Statistics Division 

and the Pakistan Bureau of Statistics are actively pursuing the matter with the relevant quarters so as 

to ensure that the census is held as soon as required number of military personnel is available.  

Ladies and gentlemen 

Holding of census is an important national task as it impacts directly on various facets of national 

life. It provides benchmark data on socio-economic and demographic characteristics of population 

and housing. It also provides basis for distribution of parliament seats amongst the provinces, 

distribution of funds to the federating units and employment quotas to all civil federal posts. The 

census data serves as the basis for all administrative and development planning and evaluation in the 

country.  

The health of all economic indicators also directly depends on the total population of the country. 

Therefore, it is imperative that a correct population number is available so that policy interventions 

are identified to further improve the economy. When our government assumed office in 2013, the 

macro-economic situation was instable. Growth had stagnated and all economic indicators were 

weak. Investor confidence was low, and so were our international sovereign ratings. Our government 

embarked on structural reforms and stabilization measures program and I am very pleased to share 

with this house that Pakistan is now firmly on the path of sustainable and inclusive growth. All 

economic indicators have been showing positive progress over the past three years.  

Ladies and gentlemen 

Let me briefly apprise you of the economic performance in the last three years: 

         Economic Growth, in the past three years, has remained above 4% and during FY2015-16 was 

recorded at 4.71% which is highest in the previous eight years. This performance could have been 

better if cotton crop had not witnessed loss of 28% due to which national economic growth was 

reduced by 0.5%. 

 Per Capita Income, which stood at $1,334 in FY2012-13 increased to $1,561 in 

FY2015-16, showing a growth of 17% in dollar terms, while it increased by 24% in 

terms of rupee.  

 Inflation, which had averaged around 12% during the period FY2008-13 before our 

government, was recorded at 7.4% in FY2012-13. In the period Jul-May FY2016, the 

average inflation was recorded at 2.82%, the lowest in a decade.  

 FBR Revenues had recorded an increase of merely 3.38% in FY2012-13 when 

collections stood at Rs.1,946 billion. For the FY2015-16 a target of Rs.3,104 billion was 

fixed which was, by the grace of Allah, achieved through a collection of Rs.3,112 billion. 

The tax to GDP ratio for FBR taxes that was 8.5% in FY2012-13 increased to 10.5% in 

FY2015-16.  

 Credit to Private Sector that was negative Rs.19 billion in FY2012-13 has reached 

Rs.331.9 billion till 24th June of FY2015-16.  

 Policy Rate of SBP was 9.5% in May 2013, which has now been brought down to 

5.75% as on May 2016 which is lowest rate in the past four decades.  

 Remittances were recorded at $13.92 billion during FY2012-13 rose to $19.915 billion 

during FY2015-16.  



 Exchange Rate has shown remarkable stability in the last three years. Against 

Rs.99.66/$ in June 2013, the exchange rate is currently at 104.70/$. For an economy like 

Pakistan, exchange rate has a pivotal position, as it impacts pervasively on all other 

variables. The exchange rate stability we have achieved has not been witnessed in recent 

years and is a source of consolidation and stability of the forex market of Pakistan.  

 Foreign Exchange Reserves were at a precarious level of $6 billion with the SBP in 

June 2013, that after payment of past liabilities and swaps were reduced to worrying 

some level of $2.8 billion. Forex reserve with SBP has increased to $18.07 billion by end 

June 2016. When reserves with commercial banks of $5.01 billion are, the national 

reserves stand at level of $23.08 billion which is a new historic height.  

 Stock Exchange (KSE) Index stood at 19,916 on 11th May 2013, has now surged to 

above 39,000 and stood at 39,124 on 22nd July 2016. The merger of Lahore, Karachi and 

Islamabad stock exchanges, that was pending for the past 15 years, was completed on 

11th January 2016. Pakistan’s stock exchange has recently once again become part of 

emerging markets after it was dropped in 2008. Last week, PSX has been declared as 

"Asian Tiger".  

I have no doubt that a firm population number obtained through a transparent census will further 

support the government's policies and help in devising plans to achieve an inclusive and sustained 

higher growth as well as adequate socio-economic planning. 

Ladies and gentlemen 

In Pakistan, as elsewhere, census is a gigantic peace time exercise. Presently, the country has over 

166,000 census blocks which require posting and training of nearly 200,000 enumerators and 

supervisors. Supply of census material and retrieval of the filled in forms from Khunjerab to Karachi 

and from Chaman to Wagha is a huge logistical effort. It has been estimated that the census exercise 

will cost around Rs 14 billion. This is in addition to the support being provided by our development 

partners, especially the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), who have long supplemented our 

efforts through financial, material and technical support. In order to successfully carry out this 

exercise, all available resources will have to be mobilized. 

With the process of devolution of power to local levels, the role of provincial as well as local 

governments has gained importance. I would suggest here that a mechanism be devised whereby 

provincial and local government functionaries may actively contribute in the census process. 

Simultaneously, I would urge all relevant federal government ministries / divisions / departments to 

also extend their whole hearted support and cooperation to Pakistan Bureau of Statistics in this huge 

task. 

Ladies and gentlemen 

I am happy that necessary census planning and preparation has already been made. The main focus, 

however, should be to hold a free, fair and transparent census to produce reliable results. For that we 

may seek lessons from international best practices too. I would also like to suggest that benefits of all 

technological advancements in census taking around the world may be appraised as to how those can 

be utilized to collect, monitor and quickly release census data. I am sure the participants of this 

conference will deliberate on various aspects of holding a census threadbare in the various technical 

sessions. I hope that recommendations of this conference shall go a long way for undertaking a 

census which is credible, transparent and which helps the nation to move ahead. 



Ladies and gentlemen 

In the end, I would like to thank all our development partners for their continued support to PBS and 

hope that the support will continue in future also. I would also like to thank the foreign delegates for 

taking time out to visit Pakistan to share their experiences with us. The efforts of the Statistics 

Division and the PBS as well as the UNDP to make this conference a success are deeply appreciable. 

I thank you all. 

Pakistan zindabad. 

 


